Acute abdominal conditions in children and adolescents.
Evaluation and management of the acute abdomen in childhood require a thorough familiarity with the numerous disorders that may cause abdominal emergencies. Many of these entities are rarely seen in adults or have clinical features that are very different from those observed in adults. Diagnosis is often confounded by difficulties in obtaining an accurate history and physical examination. In infants and young children, complications of various congenital abnormalities are more common causes of abdominal pain, whereas acquired disorders are observed more frequently in older children and adolescents.